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CHALLENGER INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY, ROCKINGHAM —  
BUILDING AND CONSTRUCTION CENTRE 

Statement by Minister for Training and Workforce Development 

MR M.J. COWPER (Murray–Wellington — Minister for Training and Workforce Development) 
[2.04 pm]: I inform the house about the commencement of works on a new building and construction centre at 
Challenger Institute of Technology’s Rockingham campus. The facility is set to be the largest building and 
construction training centre in Western Australia, with the state and commonwealth governments jointly funding 
$28.61 million for the project. The development of this new training centre will provide trades training access for 
people living in the southern metropolitan region. Construction of the 6 645 square metre training centre began 
mid-2012 and is expected to be completed in early 2014. The centre will be built on prime vacant land at 
Challenger’s 24-hectare campus in Rockingham fronting Dixon Road. This state-of-the-art training facility will 
feature a range of workshops and specialised learning rooms, providing skills training areas for up to 700 
students in courses such as bricklaying and plastering, carpentry, wall and floor tiling, plumbing and gas fitting, 
as well as electrical trades. The courses offered will have a focus on sustainability principles that can be carried 
through into the building industry. These include renewable energy, waste management and water management. 
The building and construction trades courses currently offered at Challenger’s Fremantle campus will be 
relocated to the Rockingham centre. 
The construction industry is one of the state’s key employers, with around 126 000 Western Australians 
employed in the industry over the past year. Western Australia has an estimated $269 billion worth of major 
projects either under construction, planned or under consideration. This sizeable pipeline of work will provide a 
steady source of construction-related jobs over the coming years. By 2015, an additional 170 000 new jobs will 
be created, with 11 500 of these in the construction industry. The demand for skilled workers expected to be 
generated from major projects over the next few years will likely result in sizeable and acute shortages for many 
occupations in the construction industry. The centre will help meet the high demand for qualified construction 
tradespeople, in particular electricians, plasterers and carpenters. This new facility will provide valuable 
opportunities for people to move into the building and construction sector. It is therefore essential that we 
continue to work together with training providers such as the Challenger Institute of Technology to ensure that 
we respond to the current and future needs of skilled workers. 

I am pleased to say that Western Australia’s training and workforce development sector remains as strong as 
ever. The latest department figures show that the state had 45 075 apprentices and trainees in training as at 30 
June 2012, an increase of 11 per cent on the previous year. Commencements also increased in this period, with 
33 708 people starting apprenticeships and traineeships in the 12 months to the end of June 2012, an increase of 
15.9 per cent. 
The commitment by the Liberal–National government to this new facility in Rockingham recognises the 
importance of the construction industry and is another example of how this wealth is being spread in the Western 
Australian community. 
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